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Green Corridors plan 

Green corridors will be established across the Australian landscape to provide habitats for native plants and animals threatened by climate change.

Environment Protection Minister, Peter Garrett, and Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Minister, Tony Burke, today announced that a re-elected Gillard Labor Government will invest $10 million in a National Green Corridors plan, to build the resilience of our environment to a changing climate.  

“Labor will work with the 56 regional natural resource management groups to develop a National Green Corridors plan to prepare our native plants and animals, as well as our agricultural landscapes for climate change,” Peter Garrett said.

“Feral animals and weeds already pose significant threats to our important native species.  

“As the climate changes, the places where they live will also change, becoming too hot or too dry. If our native species are to survive, we need to provide Green Corridors across the landscape so they can re-establish in places with more suitable conditions.’’

Green Corridors will link up national parks and reserves with well managed private land.  

Farmers will be encouraged to participate on a voluntary basis through incentives such as stewardship payments, capital grants or support from volunteer conservation organisations.  

The Government will work in consultation with the community, through regional natural resource management groups, to develop the climate change adaptation plan on a continental scale.

A National Green Corridors Plan will be developed by an advisory group including broad expertise, with both scientists and regional natural resource management groups represented.  It will consider climate change impacts and identify critical linkages in the landscape to allow the migration of species.  

The National Green Corridors Plan will also aim to protect natural stores of carbon in native ecosystems to minimise our greenhouse gas emissions.

“As the National Green Corridors Plan is being finalised, the Federal Government will support regional natural resource management groups to revise their regional plans to help implement these climate change corridors at the regional, state and national scale,’’ Peter Garrett said.

“We will also pilot this approach in at least one region to test its effectiveness.’’

Tony Burke said the Government would work closely with regional natural resource management groups, Landcare groups, and State Governments to develop the National Green Corridor Plan.

“It’s important that we recognise and reward the good work that farmers are doing to become even more sustainable,’’ Tony Burke said.

“We’ve been doing that through the Environmental Stewardship payment scheme, through Landcare, and through the $200 million Reef Rescue program.

“With this announcement today, we are recognising the importance of supporting farmers to continue to adapt their management of natural resources to a changing climate.

The $10 million over the forward estimates announced today is additional to current commitments to Caring for our Country.  Funding over the forward estimates has already been provided for in the Budget through the Renewable Energy Future Fund.
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