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JOURNALIST: Good morning Senator Wong.

WONG: Good morning to you both. 

JOURNALIST: Well Senator Wong, if we could deal with that matter first. These leaks clearly are coming from within the Labor Party or Government. Somebody very close to what’s been going on. Disunity is death. If you can’t manage yourselves, can you manage the country? 

WONG: I’m not going to speculate about where these allegations have come from. What I can tell you is my experience of Julia Gillard. I’ve worked with Julia, both as a Cabinet minister and also as a frontbencher in Opposition and when I was on the backbench and just as a member of the Labor Party and this is a person – she is a person who has been absolutely committed to improving the lot of working Australians and of working Australian women. She has been part of a Government that has delivered our first national paid parental leave scheme in Australia’s history. We have done it, unlike Mr Abbott, without imposing a new tax on groceries. And I think Julia deserves a lot of credit for that.

JOURNALIST: Well should she be taking credit for a scheme that she opposed – according to Laurie Oakes’ report – she opposed in Cabinet? Should she be taking credit for a scheme that she argued against in Cabinet? And he also reported that she has voiced misgivings over the size of the pension increase brought in by Mr Rudd.

WONG: Well Matt, I am not going to on this issue, or any issue, rule in or rule out what might or might not have been discussed in Cabinet. What I want to say to your listeners is this. Judge people by what they deliver. And what Julia has delivered is an end to Workchoices. What Julia has delivered is being part of a Government that has delivered our first paid parental leave scheme, an increase in the pension. And all of these in a way that ensures a sensible fiscal outcome that is not adding – as we know over the course of this campaign – to the Budget bottom line. 

Now I think Julia should be judged by what she has delivered. And as someone who has worked alongside her, I can say she is absolutely 100 per cent committed to, and very proud of, our paid parental leave scheme.

JOURNALIST:  Penny Wong, your fellow senator, Greens Senator Sarah Hanson Young, has written a piece for the Tiser today critical of your position regarding same-sex marriage. Can you explain why your long-term relationship is less worthy of recognition than Tony Abbott’s?

WONG: David I have talked about this extensively including on the ABC on Q&A on Monday night. I don’t have much to add other than to say I did see that column. 

The fact is David, some people deliver change and some people just talk about it. And frankly we in Government, and me as part of that, have delivered reform for same-sex couples including recognition of de facto relationships in Commonwealth legislation, recognition under the Family Law Act, access to benefits under Medicare, access under veterans’ affairs and a whole range of other benefits. Real benefits to same-sex couples in Australia.

JOURNALIST: Does it matter to you personally?

WONG:  Look, as I said, I really have canvassed this in detail including…

JOURNALIST:  But we are not on Q&A. To do respect, and I know you would, to do respect to our listeners, this is an 891 morning program. So you’ve done it on Q&A. I did not see that. Well I didn’t.

WONG: Well Matt, I think we should focus on what change has been delivered.

JOURNALIST: But I just asked you –  

WONG: I will put my record personally as the first openly gay Cabinet minister in this nation up against many of the people who are simply talking about change.

 

But today I think it is important to focus on a range of other issues. We are very keen to focus on water because we are making some substantial announcements on that today.

JOURNALIST: You are announcing, we are told, stormwater funding. Some $100 million nationally. How much will South Australia get?

WONG: Well look the context of this is we have already funded 30 separate stormwater and water recycling projects here in South Australia. What we are doing today is announcing an additional $100 million to what has been a $200 million program. 

We are also announcing that as part of that we will deliver a $10 million commitment to the eastern suburbs. You might remember I have been on your program before – we have delivered stormwater projects in northern Adelaide, down south and also in the western suburbs. Today we are adding to that by funding a significant stormwater project in the eastern suburbs of Adelaide. It’s all about making sure we don’t let our precious water go to waste.

JOURNALIST:  And yet we know that a plan – this is from the relevant Messenger newspaper – a plan to harvest billions of litres of stormwater across the inner north and eastern suburbs is in doubt because the State Government is refusing to commit $6 million to the project.

WONG: All I can say is this. We were the first Government that put money into stormwater nationally. You might recall that the Liberal Party believes that urban water wasn’t part of what the Commonwealth should be doing. We don’t agree with that. 

We have committed $200 million for stormwater nationally. Here in South Australia, we have ensured that South Australia has secured over half a billion dollars - $550 million towards urban water projects. They includes desalination, stormwater and recycling projects. And what’s most pleasing about that is that those projects will yield around three-quarters of Adelaide’s annual water supply. This is really about ensuring water security for Adelaide. 

JOURNALIST: Penny Wong, have you resolved the dispute with the State Government over the funding for the desalination plant, and in return for that, reducing Adelaide’s draw on the Murray?

WONG: First I want to be very clear that that money is guaranteed. Second, I want to make clear we have had very constructive discussions with Paul Caica. I am sure we can get an outcome. Obviously we went into caretaker shortly after those discussions were underway. But I am absolutely clear that that money is guaranteed for South Australia.

JOURNALIST: And are you absolutely clear that in return for that you expect Adelaide to reduce its draw on the Murray?

WONG: We have always said that we want to reduce our reliance on the River Murray. And how we put that in place is something that we have had very constructive discussions with Paul and his offices about. I am sure we can get a good outcome. 

JOURNALIST:  Senator Penny Wong, thank you for talking to 891 Mornings. 

WONG: Good to speak with you.
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