Minister for Climate Change, Energy Efficiency and Water

HELPING PERTH FAMILIES USE WATER WISELY

Perth residents will receive assistance to save water and cut back on their water bills, under a new initiative to increase the uptake of energy efficient appliances.

A Gillard Labor Government will give families in Perth practical advice on how to save water, and will help fund water-efficient technology around the home.

Minister for Climate Change, Energy Efficiency and Water, Senator Penny Wong, announced the Government would co-fund the Perth Residential Water Efficiency project in a visit to Perth today.

The project will benefit Perth families by:

· Exchanging up to 74,000 inefficient showerheads for low-flow efficient showerheads.

· Rolling-out an audit and retrofit of 4,000 households to repair leaks, make fixtures more efficient and identify practical ways to use less water.

· Enabling 10,000 households to take part in a water-saving education program.

Helping families save water is good for their hip pocket and good for the environment.

The project aims to save an estimated 1,200 million litres of drinking water each year – the equivalent of 480 Olympic-sized swimming pools. 

The Gillard Labor Government understands water supplies in Western Australia are under pressure because of climate change and drought.

Since the mid 1970s, water flowing into Perth’s water supply catchments has decreased by about 50 per cent.

The Gillard Labor Government will provide $2.4 million for the partnership with the West Australian Government and Perth communities.

The West Australian Government will match the funding and the project will be managed by the Water Corporation of Western Australia.

Funding for this project is already included in the budget, through the National Urban Water and Desalination Plan.

PERTH

27 JULY 2010

