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WONG: It is great to be here today with the Federal Labor Candidate for Denison, Jonathan Jackson, Julie Collins, Federal Member for Franklin, and also the local mayor Adriana Taylor and I think the principal Ange Mietzitis, who is over there in the corner. Great to be here at Moonah Primary School with all these primary school students who I am going to have to talk very loudly over. I am told by Bryce, one of the students here, that this is one of the best schools around, so it’s good to see that kids here are so proud of their primary school. So congratulations to you and to your staff. 

One of the things we have been talking about since the federal election began is the need for sustainability, a sustainable Australia. An Australia which recognises the limits we have in terms of our natural resources and also in terms of urban congestion and all of those issues which are so important to communities around Australia.  One of the limits we understand very clearly – we in the Labor Party understand very clearly one of those limits is water. 

As I travel around Australia we see communities across this country doing their bit to use water more sustainably, to reduce pressure on our precious drinking water supplies, coming up with local solutions to their water challenges. It has been great to go around Australia talking to communities and supporting communities doing this great work. I am very pleased to be here today in Tasmania doing exactly the same thing.

I am here today to announce funding for this primary school, this council, for an innovative stormwater project, which will ensure that stormwater is trapped from local drains; that it is put and held into a storage facility, will use that water to irrigate this oval, and will use that water also for industrial purposes as well for the Nyrstar facility. This is a project which has been worked up over a number of years– I am told –by the people here. Is it three years you were saying?

VOICE 1: Yes.

WONG: So we are really pleased that we are able to fund this project. A project which will ensure that we see, I think it is around 470 million litres of harvested water. That’s equivalent to 188 Olympic-size swimming pools a year being used in the industrial smelter instead of just going down the drain.  That means less water being used, less of our precious drinking being used for industrial purposes and also for irrigation. 

A great project, a project which deserves support, a project which has been worked up by the local community and we are very pleased as a Federal Labor Government. I know Jonathan is very pleased as well, as the local candidate, to back this project. Congratulations to all of you. I am very pleased to announce this today. As I said, $9.24 million in federal funding for this project. Happy to take questions.

JOURNALIST: So what exactly is this going to mean for the school?

WONG: Would you like to talk about that?

TAYLOR: For the school it is going to mean that this oval that we are standing on is going to have – in the end what they will get out of it is a flat oval. There will be a retention bank along there. The oval will be totally replaced. They will get brand new, the best oval with automated watering systems in it as well. Underneath that, three metres under the ground will be a four metre deep and entire size of the oval, concrete retaining tank so that the stormwater will, instead of going down the stormwater drain and into the river eventually and flooding premises sometimes in a major event, will all be captured and cleaned. 

I think this is one of the things too, Minister, that not only will this, does this replace some of the precious potable water that they are currently using. But one of the things that concerns me and would concern you is that currently when a stormwater event happens, everything that is washed off the roads goes straight into the river. So this will actually clean this water from this entire Derwent catchment and it will be clean water that comes out. So we will no longer have the rapid rise in e-coli that we now get when there is a stormwater event and all the dog faeces and the cigarette butts and the oil off the roads goes into the water. 

So it’s a win-win project all around. Everybody wins out of this. It is just fantastic and we are really, really grateful.

JACKSON: I think one of the real benefits to the school is that the community itself will be able to educate parents and students about water usage. I think that’s one of the great results of this initiative to have it at a school. It will expose water usage or water re-usage to students. So I think that is one of the real benefits to the community and the school community. 

JOURNALIST: So I have got some federal questions for you Senator. As Water Minister, this Big Australia plan – what do you think water-wise is Australia’s capacity for population?

WONG: Well Julia Gillard has made clear we want a sustainable Australia, not a big Australia, a sustainable Australia. And as I said at the outset, one of the things we know is that we have to use our water more wisely. What we see around Australia is local communities doing just that, coming up with the sorts of projects that we funded around the nation and that I am announcing here today. 

Can I say this stands in stark contrast to the Liberal Party, to Tony Abbott, which has no plan for urban water, has not backed the sorts of projects that we see today, has not rolled out when in government, nor in opposition pushed for, policies which are about securing urban water supplies and dealing with the limits of this natural resource. 

JOURNALIST: But will Australia’s future water supply be able to sustain the Big Australia?

WONG: That’s what I am saying. We are for a sustainable Australia. One of the things we know does create limits in terms of our use of natural resources is water. We need to think about that. But we also need to invest. And that is what this Government is doing. There are some 160 projects around Australia which we funded. Projects like this one where local communities have come up with local solutions about how to use water more wisely. 

JOURNALIST: Okay now what does a Greens preference deal mean for negotiations in the Senate for a price on carbon?

WONG: Well look, the Prime Minister has made her view on climate change clear. She starts from the position that climate change is real and we have to do something about it. She is very clear that we need to put a limit on Australia’s pollution.

And one of the clear choices that will present itself on election day is that the Labor Party stands for a limit on Australia’s pollution. Tony Abbott stands for increasing Australia’s pollution.  That will be the difference between the parties.

Now obviously on climate change we will have more to say over the course of the election campaign.

JOURNALIST: Will the Greens preference deal make it easier?

WONG:  I want to make it very clear, as the Deputy Prime Minister has, that the preference arrangements do not involve any commitment on policy. Those arrangements are negotiated obviously between the relevant party officials.

JOURNALIST:  The cap on irrigation water rights – is there any progress on those?

WONG:  In the Murray Darling Basin?

JOURNALIST: In Tasmania – I think – as well? We assume it is going to affect us.

WONG: Well in relation to the Murray Darling Basin – obviously we have made our policy position very clear on that. We want to reduce the amount of water we take out of the river. We want a national approach to the Murray Darling. We want to return water for the environment. All these things Mr Abbott’s choice for Water Minister, Barnaby Joyce, opposes. 

Here in Tasmania we have committed very substantial amounts of funding to improving Tasmanian irrigation. We have worked closely with the Premier on this issue, committed – I think – some $140 million to supporting more sustainable irrigation in this great state.

JOURNALIST:  Sorry I have just got one more on the preference deal. Does it make it more likely that there will be a carbon tax? And how will you negotiate it? Have there been any policy compromises?

WONG: Well I think I have answered that. I have made clear there is no policy aspect to these preference arrangements. They are negotiated between party officials.

JOURNALIST: One last thing. Can you confirm a rumour that Helen Reddy will be singing ‘I am Woman’ at the ALP campaign launch?

WONG: Well I had not heard the rumour so I can hardly confirm it, can I? There you go. Did you just come up with that now?

JOURNALIST: No.

WONG: (laughs) It is a Tasmania-led rumour, isn’t it?

JOURNALIST:  Canberra asked me to ask that. You have not heard that at all? Would you welcome it?

WONG:  Look, I have got a great many things that I have got to focus on. I have to say, singing is not one of them. Maybe after the campaign is over. Thank you. 

