PRIME MINISTER

Last week I took action to facilitate genuine negotiations on the Resources Super Profits Tax.

I suspended the Government Funded advertisements and was pleased that the mining industry suspended its advertisements.

I asked Deputy Prime Minister Swan and Minister Ferguson to undertake the negotiations.

I have indicated the importance of good faith negotiations on this issue of critical national importance.

As you know I am committed to a speedy outcome with regard to the Resources Super Profits Tax.

I have nothing to report on the content of the discussions at this point.

I have been pleased by the constructive and disciplined approach that is being taken by both sides.
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