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PARLIAMENT TO VOTE ON TOUGH ONLINE SEXUAL PREDATOR LAWS
Adults who pose as younger people online to gain access to minors will be the subject of tough news laws to be introduced into the Senate by Independent Senator for South Australia Nick Xenophon when parliament resumes for 2010 next week.
The Private Members Bill will, for the first time, make it illegal for an adult to impersonate a young person online while communicating with a minor.

"This is about finding 21st century solutions to 21st century crimes," Nick said.

The Bill has the support of South Australian mother Sonya Ryan whose 15 year old daughter Carly was murdered by a 50 year old Victorian man who had posed online as a 20 year old youth to make contact with Carly.

The Bill will introduce three new offences. 

An adult misrepresenting their age online to a minor will now face a maximum 3 year jail term.   

An adult misrepresenting their age in order to meet a minor will face a five year prison term and an adult misrepresenting their age with the intention of assaulting a minor will face a maximum 8 years prison term.
"We need laws that catch these sexual predators before they get anywhere near our children," Nick said.

Senator Xenophon described current laws around the country as "a woefully inadequate patchwork" that usually relied on police having to prove an adult has 'prurient intentions' before they can act.
"These crimes begin in cyberspace and we should allow police to stop these offenders before they meet up with victims in the real world," Nick said. "There is no lawful reason why any adult would need to deceive a minor that they are younger while online."

Senator Xenophon said the Private Members Bill would not affect the behaviour of adults communicating with other adults on the internet, and was carefully constructed to ensure broader principles of free speech were respected.

"This Bill isn't going to affect men or women who want to shave ten years off their age on RSVP.com," Nick said. "This Bill specifically targets those adults who target our children." 

For more information please call Rohan Wenn on 0409 696 531 or Nick Xenophon on 0411 626 677
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